
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DESK 
EXCHANGE FACT SHEET 2025-26

Bocconi University lies in the heart of Milan, a cosmopolitan and modern city 
in northern Italy. Considered one of Europe’s leading educational institutions 
and consistently well ranked, Bocconi offers programs in Economics, 
Management, Finance, Law, Social Sciences and Data  
& Computing Sciences. Bocconi signed its first international agreement 
in 1974 and it currently counts 290 partner schools in 55 countries 
worldwide.	

EXCHANGE SEMESTER TIMELINE

FALL SPRING

Nomination by Partners mid-March – early May mid-September – early October

Application late March – mid-May mid-October

Housing application
(managed by the Bocconi 
Housing Office)

late May late October – early November

Italian Language Courses 
application

late March – mid-May  
(in-person Crash and  
Follow-up courses)

mid-October (in-person Crash and 
Follow-up courses)

Course selection late August mid-January

Add/Drop period mid-September mid-February

Welcome Activities & 
Check-in

late August – early 
September

late January – early February

Italian Language Courses
late August – early September 
late September – November

late January – early February 
late February – April

Lectures September – December February – May

Exam sessions
December
January – February

May
June – July

Earliest Departure Date* late December late May – early June

Transcripts early February early July

*One exam date for each course is scheduled by the Earliest Departure Date. Exams are held in presence 
and students may take exams at Bocconi Milan premises only, during the official examination sessions. We 
strongly recommend that departures are not planned before this date.

CONTACTS
International Student Desk, Bocconi University, Piazza Sraffa 11, 20136 Milano

m  +39-02-5836-2236

k  inexchange@unibocconi.it

K  www.ir.unibocconi.eu/inexchange

Q isdbocconi

E isdbocconi

P UniBocconi

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DESK
The International Student Desk (ISD) is the office dedicated to incoming exchange 
students at Bocconi. The ISD team offers a series of tailor-made services throughout the 
semester to ensure students make the most of their time at Bocconi.

NOMINATION AND APPLICATION 
Students must be nominated online by their home university. Partners will receive a 
personalized nomination link. Once nominated, students must complete an online 
application and upload the following documents:
• most recent university transcript
• CV (resume)
• headshot photo
• passport data page
• disability certificate issued by the home university (only for students in need of special

exam accommodations)
Students can download the official Bocconi acceptance letter upon completion of the online 
application.

ACTIVITIES
Welcome Activities and Expected Arrival Date
The ISD office organizes a series of social events and orientation activities at the 
beginning of each semester to help students familiarize with their new environment. 
Students are required to arrive on campus in time to complete the mandatory check-in 
and attend the Welcome Activities, or at the latest, before classes begin. Late arrivals 
should be reported in advance.

Italian Language Courses
The ISD organizes optional courses to help exchange students learn the basics of the Italian 
language and get to know each other. Further information at: www.ir.unibocconi.eu/itacourse

The Academic Calendar, usually published in April, is available at the 
following link: www.ir.unibocconi.eu/calendar

mailto:inexchange@unibocconi.it
http://www.ir.unibocconi.eu/inexchange
http://isdbocconi
https://www.instagram.com/isdbocconi/?hl=it
https://www.facebook.com/bocconiISD/
https://www.facebook.com/bocconiISD/
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniBocconi
https://www.youtube.com/user/UniBocconi
http://www.ir.unibocconi.eu/itacourse


ACADEMICS

Bocconi offers a wide range of courses, taught both in Italian and English.

Educational offer: www.ir.unibocconi.eu/coe

Course selection: held online before the start of classes. 

Add/Drop: held online after the beginning of classes; students can change their study plan. 
After this period no more changes are allowed.

Course load: from min. 1 up to max. 5 courses per semester. 

General rules: courses are assigned on a first-come first-served basis. Enrollment in any 
specific course cannot be guaranteed. Undergraduate students can select undergraduate 
level courses from all departments, whereas graduate students can access the whole 
educational offer.

Class attendance: as a general rule, attendance is not strictly mandatory. Attendance 
requirements must be discussed directly with course instructors.

Credit system: ECTS equivalent.

Exams: exams must be sat in presence, on official dates and on Bocconi Milan premises only. 

Grading: grades are given on a scale of 30ths (30/30) with 18/30 the minimum passing 
grade.

Transcripts: a digital pdf document is provided to the partner school at the end of each 
semester. Students will be able to access and download the official transcript directly from 
their Bocconi student’s portal.

Academic Advisors: Bocconi faculty members who advise exchange students on course 
content and guide them in building their study plan.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Visa: students of non-EU citizenship have to complete a 2-step application (mandatory):

1)	Submit the pre-enrolment application on the Universitaly portal at:
https://www.universitaly.it/
Once the ISD staff has validated the pre-enrolment, it will be automatically forwarded to
the competent Embassy/Consulate (where the application will be processed according to
the relative methods and timing).

2)	Visa Application: check this link http://vistoperitalia.esteri.it/home/en for the requirements
to obtain an entry visa for “Study–Exchange and Mobility Program” and book a study visa
appointment with the relevant Italian Embassy/Consulate as soon as possible. Refer to
the visa section of that website since the procedure may vary according to the individual
Italian embassies and consulates regulations.

Permit of stay: non-EU citizens are required to apply for the Permit of Stay within 8 working 
days of their arrival in Italy.

For more information, check:
-	www.ir.unibocconi.eu/incomingexchangevisa

HOUSING

University Housing: students are required to complete a separate housing application, 
managed directly by the central Bocconi Housing Office. Places are limited and assigned 
on a first-come first-served basis.

Private Housing: students are responsible for securing their own accommodation.

HEALTH & SAFETY 

Bocconi does not require incoming exchange students to have health insurance to complete 
enrollment in the exchange program.

• Non-EU citizens must have health insurance with international validity to obtain a study visa 
and a permit of stay.

• EU citizens are required to have a European Health Insurance Card or a similar private insur-
ance policy with international validity to benefit from health services.

Bocconi has partnered with International SOS to offer medical, safety and security advice to 
students 24/7. International SOS is not an insurance company and does not replace any per-
sonal insurance provider.

LIVING COSTS

Housing
between 500€ (shared bedroom in private apartments) and 1800€ (entire flat) 
per month 

Food

-	Italian breakfast: 2-4€ (espresso, coffee or cappuccino + croissant)

-	one main course at the university canteen: approx. 5€

-	lunch at cafes: 10-15€

-	pizza dinner: 15-30€

-	dinner at a restaurant: 30-50€

Transportation youth monthly pass: 22€ for students up to 27 years old

DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION

Bocconi University is committed to creating a united and inclusive community, through 
inclusion strategies that cater to underrepresented groups, students suffering from any form 
of discrimination or disabilities. More info available on the website at this link.

Bocconi contributes to students’ wellbeing and mental health by offering a professional 
individual Counseling service.

The University is also deeply committed to promoting sustainability both as daily practice on 
campus and as a teaching and research subject, to contribute together to social progress. 

https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation%2Btree/home/programs/current%2Bstudents/services/international%2Brelations/international%2Bstudents/international%2Bstudent%2Bdesk/before%2Byour%2Barrival/educational%2Boffer
https://www.universitaly.it/
http://vistoperitalia.esteri.it/home/en
http://www.ir.unibocconi.eu/incomingexchangevisa
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation+tree/home/about+us/diversity+equity+and+inclusion/
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation+tree/home/programs/current+students/services/counseling+self-empowerment+and+wellbeing/counseling/individual+counseling+_edauthor+2008+06+20+09+46+en
https://www.unibocconi.eu/wps/wcm/connect/bocconi/sitopubblico_en/navigation+tree/home/campus+and+services/sustainability/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

THEMIS curriculum components: one-year-format 
 

• Selection 
Students will be selected by their home university and they will exchange on the fall term of the 
following academic year. 
All students must demonstrate a superior level of academic performance, strong linguistic ability, as 
well as the desire and motivation for an international experience. 
 

• Study abroad term 
It offers the opportunity to acquire core knowledge and skills in an international context. While on the 
exchange, students will have the chance to create their own study plan by choosing their courses out of 
those offered by the partner school and approved by the network. 
 

• Joint Seminar 
The THEMIS seminar provides students with a chance to delve deeper into an area of international law 
relevant to their academic career. The seminar will focus on different subject each year and will be 
conducted in English. The program will develop by professors from the partner schools, local experts, 
and international faculty members. It will also provide the students with the opportunity to meet and 
share information with fellow network participants. 
 

• International Internship 
The internship is considered to be an integral part of the THEMIS educational experience. The internship 
gives the student a chance to put their academic knowledge into practice and be- gin developing their 
professional career. The THEMIS partners strongly recommend international internship or internships 
conducted abroad in an international environment (law studios, European organizations, 
multinationals...) and for 6 weeks. Students develop their ability to work in an international setting 
through their professional internships, creating a profile well- appreciated by international organizations. 
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THEMIS is a network made up of twelve top universities in Milan,  
Berlin, Maastricht, Barcelona, Paris, Vienna, St. Gallen, Lisbon,  
Singapore, Wellington, Hong Kong and Teipei.

These schools have come together to create a new standard in  
business law education in response to an ever-increasing demand for 
legal professionals with international know-how and expertise. 

Graduate-level law students who are selected to participate in this 
program will be given the opportunity to widen their intellectual and 
academic horizons by going on international exchanges,  
attending specialized THEMIS seminars, and participating in  
international internships.

Students who are selected to participate in the THEMIS network will 
obtain not only their local law degree but also the Inter- 
national THEMIS Certificate.

Welcome 
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City University of Hong Kong 
(China) 
The City University of Hong Kong 
School of Law is a premier law school 
with a history of excellence and  
the vision to become one of the 
great law schools in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The mission of the school is 
to provide students with an excellent 
education and to contribute to the 
advancement of knowledge. Through 

cooperation with other law schools and professional organizations,  
the school aims to foster an environment in which both students and 
staff develop and use their legal knowledge, professional skills,  
and expertise for the benefit of Hong Kong and the region.

Contact: Ms. Phyllis Yan (p.yan@cityu.edu.hk)
www.cityu.edu.hk/slw/index 

ESADE Law School
(Spain) 
ESADE is a modern, out-
ward looking academic 
institution, that contrib-
utes to the development 
of competent, critically-
minded individuals. 
The ESADE Law School 
was established in 1992  
in response to demand 

from the professional world for soundly trained jurists. ESADE‘s  
key mission is to train individuals to become highly-competent  
professionals fully aware of their social responsibility. We promote 
education and research through our Law School and Business School 
with a firm commitment to intellectual rigour, critical analysis and 
academic excellence. ESADE‘s global prestige stems from its quality 
education, its international focus and its holistic approach towards 
professional and personal skills development.

Contact: Ms. Araceli Domenech (araceli.domenech@esade.edu)
www.esade.edu/en/about-us/academic-units/law-school 

THEMIS Partners 

https://www.esade.edu/en/about-us/facts-figures/alumni
mailto:araceli.domenech%40esade.edu?subject=
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Freie Universität Berlin 
(Germany)
The international network  
university Freie Universität Berlin  
occupies an excellent position 
in national and international 
rankings. The university’s future 
development strategy was chosen 
in the national Excellence  
Competition, making it one of 
eleven universities of excellence 

in Germany. Freie Universität Berlin operates liaison offices in 
Brussels, Cairo, Beijing, Moscow, New Delhi, New York, and  
São Paulo. An international outlook defines teaching programs,  
research activities and the academic life. The university is a  
drawing card for both international students and researchers.

Contact: Ms. Grit Rother (jurallp@zedat.fu-berlin.de)
www.jura.fu-berlin.de/en/international/studierendenaustausch/
outgoings/themis/index.html

 

Maastricht University
(Netherlands) 
The Faculty of Law at 
Maastricht University 
aims to provide excellent 
education and research 
that meet international 
standards. Education 
and research provisions 
focus on demands from 
the national, European 

and international labor markets: one faculty for Dutch, European and 
international lawyers. Lawyers must possess all of the relevant skills: 
they can competently handle matters pertaining to national, European 
and international law, as well as comparative law and all of its myriad 
interactions. Research also focuses on these interactions as well as on 
the Europeanization and internationalization of the legal profession.

Contact: Ms. Miranda Gubbels   
(miranda.gubbels@maastrichtuniversity.nl)
www.maastrichtuniversity.nl/about-um/faculties/faculty-law 

mailto:g.rother%40fu-berlin.de?subject=
www.jura.fu-berlin.de/en/international/studierendenaustausch/outgoings/themis/index.html
www.jura.fu-berlin.de/en/international/studierendenaustausch/outgoings/themis/index.html
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National Taiwan University 
(Taiwan) 
NTU Law was established in 1945 
after WW2 and has been the best 
law school in Taiwan for over 70 
years. The law school is home to a 
total of 1,764 students and 46 faculty 
members and offers its students 7 
programs (LL.B., LL.M., and PhD pro-
grams, GIILS, Joint Degree Program, 
Exchange Student Program, Visiting 

Student Program, International Student Degree Program, and Summer 
Program). With a strong reputation and presence in the global  
community, NTU Law has formed collaborations with 88 partner 
schools worldwide, each with active academic exchange programs.

Contact: Mr. Yi Kuo (ntulawintex@ntu.edu.tw)
www.law.ntu.edu.tw/index.php/eng

Nova School of Law 
(Portugal)
NOVA Law School was 
founded in 1996 as part of 
the newest public univer-
sity in Portugal. Located 
in Campolide, one of the 
central neighborhoods 
of Lisbon, it promotes an 
international approach to 
higher education, drawing 

faculty and students from all over the world. It promotes excellence 
in research and teaching, and it has developed expertise in emerging 
areas of law such as law and technology, international dispute  
resolution, sustainable development and business, and human rights.

Contact: Ms. Claire Bright (exchange@fd.unl.pt)
www.fd.unl.pt/english/Default.asp
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Singapore Management University 
(Singapore)
SMU’s law program aims to mold  
students into excellent lawyers with  
a heart for service to contribute  
significantly to society. The objective 
is to produce law graduates who have 
contextualized legal expertise and  
the ability to think across disciplines 
and geographical borders. With the 
rise of artificial intelligence, block-

chain, and autonomous vehicles leading to new complexities in legal 
issues, the school continues to be at the forefront of modernizing the  
curriculum to ensure future-ready law graduates. SMU’s seminar- 
style learning results in students who are confident, articulate, and 
analytically agile.

Contact: Ms. Esther Phang (estherphang@smu.edu.sg) 
law.smu.edu.sg

Università Bocconi
(Italy)
The Bocconi School of Law 
was established to provide 
students with appropriate 
means to face the growing 
complexity of the legal 
field. To fully comprehend 
today’s continously  
evolving landscape, it is 
essential for a law student 

to acquire a solid understanding of the fundamentals of law. For this 
reason, the Bocconi School of Law aims to provide students with the 
legal knowledge and models of thinking required to undertake  
traditional legal practice. Exchange programs with other countries, 
along with an international outlook in terms of faculty and course  
content, place an emphasis on training students to become highly-
skilled legal experts.

Contact: Ms. Sara Borgnis (themis@unibocconi.it)
www.ir.unibocconi.eu/themis

mailto:estherphang%40smu.edu.sg?subject=
https://law.smu.edu.sg/
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Universität St. Gallen
(Switzerland)
The Law School is part of the inter-
nationally renowned University of 
St. Gallen, a School of Management, 
Economics, Law, Social Sciences and 
International Affairs. 
Apart from a Bachelor and Master  
degree in law, the Law School also  
offers a combined Bachelor and  
Master in Law and Economics and a 

Master in International Law in English. All law programs reflect the 
overall HSG strategy, which is characterized by an interdisciplinary, 
international and practise-oriented approach. Research carried out  
at the Law School is characterised in particular by its practical  
focus and trans-disciplinary approach. 

Contact: Ms. Sabine Greiser (sabine.greiser@unisg.ch) 
www.unisg.ch/en/studium/austauschprogramme/ 
incominggueststudents/programme_themis

Université Paris-Est  
Créteil Val de Marne
(France)
UPEC has a student  
population of about 36,000 
and covers nearly all  
major disciplines. The Law 
Faculty is home to around 
3,500 students, many of 
them from abroad. UPEC’s 
teachers and researchers 

have an excellent international reputation. In its undergraduate  
(3 years) and master’s (2 additional years) programs, designed together 
with legal professionals, the Law Faculty trains students to become 
higly-skilled legal experts and critically-minded citizens. Themis  
students can choose courses from several master’s programs in 
business law, European and international law. 

Contact: Ms. Jessica Evuort (jessica.evuort@u-pec.fr)
www.en.u-pec.fr

mailto:sabine.greiser%40unisg.ch?subject=
www.unisg.ch/en/studium/austauschprogramme/incominggueststudents/programme_themis
www.unisg.ch/en/studium/austauschprogramme/incominggueststudents/programme_themis
http://www.unisg.ch/en/studium/master/internationallaw/faculty
mailto:jessica.evuort%40u-pec.fr?subject=
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Victoria University Wellington 
(New Zealand)
Our world-class Faculty of Law  
offers a stimulating and  
supportive learning environment.  
Frequently ranked among the top 
50 law schools in the world, home 
to scholars of international  
standing, and based in the  
nation’s vibrant legal and political 
heart, there is no better place to 

advance your knowledge of the law. Located in the heart of  
Wellington’s legal and political district, next to the courts,  
Executive Government, and Parliament, we are in a privileged  
position to inform thinking and lead debate on legal, policy,  
and governance issues that affect all New Zealanders and  
global citizens. 

Contact: Ms. Lisa McCarthy (lisa.mccarthy@vuw.ac.nz) 
www.victoria.ac.nz/law

WU (Vienna University of 
Economics and Business) 
(Austria) 
WU is one of Europe’s 
leading institutions 
of higher education in 
the fields of economics, 
business, law, and social 
sciences. WU’s academic 
strengths are based on  
its broad research and 

teaching portfolio. WU’s high standards have consistently been 
confirmed by international accreditations. The Master‘s degree  
program in Business Law provides a theoretical and practical  
education in Austrian, European and international business law.  
Particular emphasis is placed on an interdisciplinary and international 
approach. Which is precisely what lawyers need in today’s globalized 
world of Business Law.

Contact: Ms. Claudia Grafenhofer-Truppe (cgrafenh@wu.ac.at)
www.wu.ac.at/studium/incoming-students/themis
 

  

© Daniel Auer

http://www.unisg.ch/en/studium/master/internationallaw/faculty
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THEMIS Curriculum 
The THEMIS experience contains three core elements:
›	 a semester abroad 
›	 an international internship
›	 the THEMIS seminar

Semester Abroad
The semester abroad offers students the opportunity to acquire 
knowledge and skills in an international context. The actual  
duration of the student exchange is one academic semester  
(fall/winter semester).

Students choose courses from among a specific list of courses  
approved by the THEMIS network; students may choose to  
register for courses offered in English or in the local language  
of the partner institution.

During the semester abroad, students are required to take courses 
for at least 30 ECTS (or equivalent for non EU partner universities)   
and to pass at least 24 ECTS (or equivalent for non EU partner  
universities) of business law classes and/or international law classes 
in order to validate the semester for the joint certificate. Students are 
allowed to enroll in one course (up to six ECTS) offered at the partner 
institution which is not a THEMIS-accredited course. The 30 ECTS  
required for the THEMIS program may not include credits for  
language classes.

Internship
An internship is considered to be an integral part of the THEMIS 
educational path. Internships give students the chance to put their 
academic knowledge into practice and begin developing their  
professional career. Students selected for the THEMIS program are 
required to participate in an international law internship. In order for 
the internship to be considered valid for the joint certificate it, must 
have an international focus, and, if full-time, it must last for a mini-
mum of six consecutive weeks (minimum eight weeks if part-time).

If the student is unable to participate in an internship in a foreign 
country, then the internship must be conducted at an international 
law firm, the law department of an international company, an NGO 
with an international focus or an international organization. Students‘ 
home and host universities are available to assist participants in the 
internship search; however they cannot guarantee a place to all  
participating students.
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THEMIS Seminar
The THEMIS seminar provides students with a chance to delve  
deeper into an area of international law relevant to their  
academic career. It will focus on a different subject each year and will 
be conducted in English. The seminar is usually held in the spring 
and is taught by professors of the host and partner schools, as well as 
relevant local notables. The seminar is hosted by partners on a rotat-
ing basis. Students are required to attend one THEMIS seminar during 
their participation in the THEMIS program. Travel, board and lodging 
expenses are the responsibility of each individual student. 

Past THEMIS Seminars 
2020	� Artificial Intelligence: the biggest challenge of the lawyer  

of the XXI century, ESADE Law School, Barcelona

2019	 Competition Law and the Digital Economy, NOVA, Lisbon

2018	 Law and Corruption, Universität St. Gallen

2017 	 Europe – A Union of the People, WU, Vienna 

2016	� Doing Business and Social/Human Rights,  
Università Bocconi, Milan

2015	� The Role of ECJ in European Integration, FU Berlin

2014	� The Economic and Financial Crisis and Consumer  
Protection, UPEC, Paris

2013	� Law and Art, Maastricht Law School, Maastricht 

2012	� International Litigation, ESADE Law School, Barcelona

2011	� International Arbitration and Alternative Dispute  
Resolution, Università Bocconi, Milan

2010	� European Contract Law and Economic Law,  
FU Berlin

2008	 Intellectual Property, UPEC, Paris

2007	� Corporate Governance, Mergers and Acquisitions,  
ESADE Law School, Barcelona
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The International THEMIS Certificate 
At the end of the program, upon fulfillment of all the academic  
requirements of the home university and the THEMIS program,  
students will be awarded an International THEMIS Certificate attesting 
to their unique educational and intercultural experience. 

Student Testimonials
”The THEMIS experience was truly rewarding and I am confident
that I am well prepared for my future as an international lawyer.“
Jessica Hugas, ESADE Law School
THEMIS 2015/16, Università Bocconi

”I have found the THEMIS program rewarding and I was very  
fortunate to be able to complete my semester abroad at WU.  
It has given me the opportunity to grow not only academically but 
also personally and culturally.“
Zi Rui Megan Low, Singapore Management University
THEMIS 2019/20, WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business)

”As part of the THEMIS Law Network, I’m sure I’ll benefit from this 
program because I have no doubt that studying in such an inspiring 
environment not only represents an important step for my future pro-
fessional career but also broadens my horizons, allowing me to share 
such an enriching experience with a network of talented individuals.“
Vittoria Villa, Università Bocconi 
THEMIS 2019/20, WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business)



14

Selection
Each partner institution will select its own students to participate  
in the THEMIS program, in accordance with the guidelines jointly  
defined by the partners. Students must demonstrate a superior level  
of academic performance, strong linguistic ability as well as a desire 
and motivation for an international experience. 

Costs
During participation in the program, students continue to pay regular 
tuition and fees to their home university. Partner institutions may 
require students to pay administrative fees for program participation. 
Interested students should consult the relevant office at their home 
institution regarding these fees.
 
Erasmus+ Scholarship
(THEMIS partners within the Erasmus+ framework) 
Students selected for the THEMIS program may apply for Erasmus+ 
grants through their home institution if they meet the Erasmus+  
requirements. The Erasmus+ program offers students the opportunity 
to receive a monthly grant for one semester abroad and for under-
taking a curricular internship at enterprises, research centers, and 
training centers. 

Useful Information





Contact
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