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Course Goals The goal of the course is to acquire an introductory understanding of public international law. To this

end, the course will be divided into two parts, each with a specific objective:

    •  First, to understand how the legal system of public international law works: who its subjects are,

what its sources are, and how it is implemented.

    •  Second, to understand the main substantive content of its rules in key areas such as the use of

natural spaces (sea, air, outer space), international economic law, issues of war, peace, and national

security, as well as environmental protection.

Previous knowledge A good command of English is necessary for the course.

 

It is recommended to read press articles on international affairs regularly, in newspapers and magazines

such as The New York Times, The Financial Times, or The Economist, both to improve language skills

and to place international law in its broader context

Prerequisits A good command of English.

Teaching methodology The course will employ a Socratic teaching methodology, emphasising active student participation

through continuous dialogue. Students will collaboratively construct their understanding of the subject

matter. Assigned readings will be provided in advance, with a particular emphasis on contemporary case

studies.

 

The course aims to foster critical thinking skills, encouraging students to analyse and evaluate complex

issues within international trade law.

 

NB:

Please note that, in order to successfully complete this course, students must obtain a minimum score of

5/10 on each graded component (mid-term exam, participation, and final exam).
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Description

Course contribution to

program

Public international law is part of our daily lives both as citizens and/or as lawyers. Understanding

specificities of the international legal order, by comparison with domestic legal orders, reinforces a

lawyer's understanding of what law is and how it works. Furthermore, it is nowadays necessary, in all

legal disciplines, to understand what a treaty is, when and to what extent it can be invoked before a

domestic court.

Short description  

 

 

What measures should States take in order to contain climate change and mitigate its consequences?

Can space resources be appropriated and used commercially? Can war ever be justified? These

questions are directed at all humanity and, to a large extent, cannot be solved with domestic frontiers.

 

Contemporary international law organises both the coexistence of States and the framework within

which the international community can cooperate in order to attain goals or uphold values it establishes

for itself. This course aims to provide an introduction to public international law.

 

To this end, the first half of the course will, after having examined how sovereign States can even be

legally bound in the first place, explain how the public international legal system works. It will do so by

providing an overview of the subjects and actors within this legal system examining the creation of

international norms by analyzing their sources  and exploring the implementation of these norms at both

the international and domestic levels.

 

The second half of the course will focus on substantive public international law. More specifically, it will

examine various specific areas of international law. 

 

IMPORTANT:

 

ALL WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS FOR THIS EXAM WILL BE CLOSED BOOK

 

Students can participate in the ordinary exam only if they have attended at least 80% of classes.

 

Students need to achieve at least a grade of 5 points (out of 10) in the final exam in order to pass the

course.
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In case students cannot attend a class, they must inform Programme Direction and the professor by

email in advance and provide the necessary justification (e.g. medical certificate). Accepted reasons for

class absence include illness, major life events (e.g. births and deaths), ESADE activities for which the

student has the written approval from the Programme Direction.

Other events that can be scheduled at another time (e.g. personal trips, job interviews, doctor's

appointments etc.) will not be accepted as justified reasons of absence.

Late submissions of assignments will not be accepted after the deadline, unless an exception has been

requested and granted before the deadline.

 

In case of unforeseen events that affect the teaching activities, the teaching schedule, the evaluation

methods and percentages and the teaching guide may be modified to address the situation.

Program Learning Objectives

GED25-Bachelor in

Law

 - Critical and Analytical Thinking

 - Determinar los criterios de prelación de las fuentes para concretar las normas aplicables en

cada caso y, en especial, el de la conformidad con los valores, principios y reglas

constitucionales. (art. 3.1.c)

 - Lawyering skills and knowledge

 - Describir de forma razonada los fundamentos históricos, económicos, políticos y filosóficos del

ordenamiento jurídico español y su relación con los principales sistemas de derecho comparado.

(art. 3.1.a)

 - International law and European Union law

 - Explicar el funcionamiento de las organizaciones internacionales y, en concreto, de la Unión

Europea, sus instituciones, las distintas normas jurídicas que producen y su influencia en el

ordenamiento jurídico interno. (art. 3.1.a)

Jan Klabbers, International Law. 4th edition, Cambridge University Press, 9781009304344 (Book)

Varia, EJIL Talk - Blog of the European Journal of International Law, European Journal of International Law (Blog)

Varia, Opinio Juris (Blog)

Gleider Hernández, International Law. 2nd Edition, Oxford University Press, 9780192848260 (Book)

Cecily Rose et al., An Introduction to Public International Law, Cambridge University Press, 9781108421454 (Book)
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# Topic

1 Introduction What is Public International Law? Can it even exist given that States are all sovereign?

2 Subjects and Players of Public International Law - States - International Organisations - Individuals and Businesses

3 Sources of Public International Law Customary Law Treaties General Principles Case-Law Scholarship Soft Law?

4 Implementation of Public International Law Within the International Legal Order: International Responsability Within

Domestic Legal Orders: Incorporation & Enforcement

5 Use of natural spaces and resources (sea, air, airspace)

6 Elements of International Economic Law (investment; trade)

7 International Security (UN, NATO)

8 The International Protection of the Environment

Content

Assessment tool Category Weight %Tool

Class presentation Ordinary round 20.00%Other

Class participation Ordinary round 20.00%Participation in program activities

Final exam Ordinary round 60.00%Written and/or oral exams

Assessment

PROGRAMS

GDL20-Double Degree in Law and Global Governance, Economics and Legal Order (Undergraduates: Law)

GDL20 Year 1 (Mandatory)

GDL20 Year 2 (Mandatory)

GDL23-Double Degree in Law and Global Governance, Economics and Legal Order (Undergraduates: Law)

GDL23 Year 2 (Mandatory)

GED20-Bachelor in Law (Undergraduates: Law)

GED20 Year 2 (Mandatory)

GED25-Bachelor in Law (Undergraduates: Law)

GED25 Year 2 (Mandatory)
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